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. BONN — Was the greaf
~ .spy scandal really the great
spy fraud?

Flabbergasted West Ger-

ey " mans are asking this ques-
el e tion after the most sensation-
' al series of spy scares in the
jcouniry’s history.
{ i Crammed into one eventinl
‘moonth were enough haix-
. iraising goings-on to make a
. 'rJames Bond story look like
“kids® stuffl. "_‘ .
" .+ 8o incredible, in fact, has
- .7 '+“heen the scene here, that the
T el . deep suspicion has grown
‘that the whole thing was en-
- gineered by the Russians.
" * Many experts reckon that
sthe Russians, guiltily furious
, with West Germany for al-
o legedly prompting the Crechs
to defy. Moscow and there-
L fore for “causing” the inva-
. .sion, decided to get even.
" And by rocans of -various

«

o drive a wedge between West
‘Germanyy and her NATO Al-

~ .~ dlies, and even between West
:F,Qermany’and Czechoslovak-
coos ; SR

% “On the' evidence 0. far
* ihwvailable, this theory scems
o .};uiteal"easonable'one. o
., » Consider some of the more
- “hizarre events: - ) :
' @ At the height of the
‘scandal it comes out that &
" Sidewinder air-to-air missile,
. 'stolen from a German Alr
_'Foree base & year hefore,
“had been sent to Russia by

' ordipary air freight.
& Where did fhis new evi-
el - "dence come from and why at
.7 {that particular time? No one
o Listsaying. But it makes sense
1 ¢ 10 suggest that Russia could

Ce i T nave supplied it to malke the

. A. Co d F * .- Germans look ridiculous.
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‘ did these mew accusations

'spy affairs have managed to

come from just at a most ?
embarrassing moment for .

the harassed security chieis? 7

No one is saying. -
Or take, for inslance, the
case of Hermann Luedke, the
retired vice-admiral whose '
death sparked off the -chain
reaction in Bonne " ¢
Some of the wilder reports .
have likened him to Cicero, -
the man who used a mini--
camera to pass wartime
British -secrets to the -Ger-
mans.. . ' ;
But would a Cicero in his-
right mind have handed over: .
his vital rolls ‘of exposed
films for an ordinary photo- )
graphic dealer to develop? -

That was just what Luedke -

did. An assistant in the shop

noticed pictures of secret

NATO, documents on the -
films .and .informed the po- .~
lice. Coh
But the documents “were
out of date and of little mili-
tary significance. C
Had they been “plante«f("';
on the roll by someone wish~

ing to incriminate the admi- . S

ral? It certainly seems a pos-

sibility.” - L

Then after being Gues-
tioned by securily men and
reloased for lack of definite;
ovidence of spying, Luedke:
was found shot some days.
later near a friend’s hunting -
Jodge. ‘ T

An experienced huntsman, .
e had a buliet wound in his
back, Had Luedke been mur-
Gered? The possibility of this.
cannot lightly be dismissed. ™

Then came the string of
suicides which made West:
German security systems, or,
lack of them, the laughing-
stocls of the world, Although
perhaps’ some NATO Allfes’
weren't laughing much. ‘
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many's image in the:eyes of: .

the Allies, they certainly suc-: -
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